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January 4, 2017 

Welcome to the winter Session of Lifetime Learning at Peconic Landing. There are seven courses to 
choose from this semester.  Two of these are new to our curriculum:  A History of Art, and Life Story 
Writing, and two are returning from a short absence:  Sustainability, and The Aging Brain.  Current 
Events,  Poetry Appreciation, and Great Decisions continue their popular attraction. 

Information about all courses is in this catalog.  The Winter Session is always a maximum of six 
weekly sessions.  One Registration Form is attached to the catalog.  After the Kick-Off Party, 
catalogs and additional Registration Forms will be available on the card table in the Coat Room, and 
that is where the box will be for handing in your registration.  Registration closes on Thursday, 
January 12, and no registrations will be accepted after that time.  Class lists will be posted on 
January 16, and classes will start the week of January 23, ending on March 3. 

The annual fee for courses is $45, so if you did not take courses in the Fall, please include a check 
for $45 with your Registration Form.  Non-residents must be sponsored by a resident.  As usual, you 
may register for up to three courses, and please list them in the order of your priority.  We will try to 
place you in your first choice, but if a course becomes oversubscribed, decisions will be made by 
lottery.  If you do not make it into your first choice, we will try to put you in your second.  Every 
class will have at least one seat reserved for a non-resident. 

The class in Poetry Appreciation will be held on the second floor across from the elevators, and 
Current Events will be held in the Card Room.  All other classes will be held in the new Lifetime 
Learning/Education room next to the Wellness Center. 

Thank you for your interest in Lifetime Learning.  If you have questions about registration  please 
call me at 631-477-2370. 

Alice L. Ayers, President  
Lifetime Learning Association 
Peconic Landing 



Unless otherwise noted, Classes Begin the Week of January 23

Unless otherwise noted, all classes meet in the new Lifetime 
Learning Classroom/ Education Center.

Time Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

10:00 
|

 11:30

W-1
Sustainability

Alice Ayers

6 weeks

W-3
Current Events

Walton Shreeve
Warren Titus

Ongoing

Card Room

W-4
The Amazing 

Brain

Charlotte Grube

6 weeks

W-7
How to Write 

Your Life Stories

Walton Shreeve 
Joe Mc Kay

5 weeks

1:30
|

 3:00

W-5
Great 

Decisions

Sherry & 
Thornton Smith

4 weeks

Begins Feb 2

3:30
|

5:00

W-2
Poetry 

Appreciation

Joe Mc Kay
Audrey & 
Charles 
Raebeck

Ongoing

Last Tuesday 
of the month

2nd-floor 
Activity Room

W-6
Stroll Through 

Western Art

Charlotte Lipfert

6 weeks

Begins Feb 2



W-1 Sustainability; Saving What’s Left Tuesday 10:00 - 11:30
6 weeks

Alice Ayers Class size 15

 Changes in our planet’s climate have 
caused disruption to our worldwide 
ecosystem.  Also, we are using up or spoiling 
the very resources we need to sustain 
ourselves. 

 Through documentary films, we will 
look at climate change problems, the 
destruction of natural resources, and 
approaches being taken to meet these 
challenges. 

 We will discuss changing old habits for those which promote sustainability.  

W-2  Poetry Appreciation Tuesday 3:30 - 5:00
Ongoing

Joe Mc Kay, Audrey & Charles Raebeck Class size 12

 Reading and discussion of poems 
selected or written by participants.   
  
 The course is intended to enhance 
understanding and appreciation of all forms 
of poetry from classical to prose poetry.  
Those new to poetry will ease into discussion 
with the help of more experienced readers. 

 This class meets in the second floor 
activity room on the last Tuesday of the 
month. 

 Audrey and Charles Raebeck 
are retired professors of Education 
at Dowling College, with lifetime 
interests in literature, theater, and 
poetry.   
 Joe Mc Kay has been writing 
and reading his poems since 2004.  
He is the words-enthused author of 
“Crazy about Words.”

 For many years Alice Ayers 
has been a native plant gardener, 
building gardens that are 
environmentally friendly 
ecosystems for birds, bees, 
butterflies and other small creatures, 
including earthworms frogs, and 
snakes.  She is chairman of the 
Peconic Landing Pollinator 
Meadow Project.



 W-3  Current Events         Wednesday 10:00-11:30
      Ongoing
Warren Titus and Walton Shreeve Class size 20

 The Current Events study group offers 
an opportunity to discuss issues of interest to 
all.  In each session, members will introduce 
and discuss topics currently in the news.  
Such topics can include, but will not be 
limited to, local and national issues, health care, education, and international affairs. 

 This class meets in the card room. 

W-4 The Amazing Brain - as it Ages Thursday 10:00-11:30
6 weeks

Charlotte Grube Class size 24

 A short description of the brain and its 
functioning, followed by an account of 
changes in the brain as it ages.  Review of 
illnesses one is more likely to suffer as one 
ages - i.e. dementia, stroke, Parkinson’s, - and 
how to deal with them.  Included will be 
several brief CDs.  Questions and discussion are encouraged.  

 Warren is a retired corporate 
lawyer.  Walton is a retired scientist, 
physician, and professor.

 Charlotte Grube was an 
Associate Clinical Professor of 
Psychiatry at New York Medical 
College.



W-5 Great Decisions Thursday 1:30-3:00
4 weeks

Sherry & Thornton Smith Class size 24

 Once again we return to the Great 
Decisions study and discussion program on 
Foreign Policy and World issues as presented 
by the Foreign Policy Association. This 8-
session course is a compelling, non-partisan, 
nationally recognized forum dealing with some of the world’s most urgent issues.  We 
will start with 4 sessions in February and then continue with the other 4 in April. 

 The topics for this winter are: the European Union, Trade Policy, the South 
China Sea, and Saudi Arabia.  We will use four different discussion leaders who will 
rely on the background material in the booklet, the relevant DVD, and insights of their 
own.  The cost of the booklet for each participant or family is $25. 

 The topics for the spring session are: the Geopolitics of Energy, Latin America, 
Afghanistan/Pakistan, and Nuclear Security. 

 This course begins February 2. 

W-6 A Stroll Through Western Art Thursday 3:30-5:00
6 weeks

Charlotte Lipfert Class size 20

 Using the collection of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art as our guide 
we will explore the history of western art 
from ancient civilizations to our own time.  
Through class discussion we will sharpen 
our visual skills and expand our list of preferences in art. 

 This course begins February 2. 

 Leaders are Sherry & 
Thornton Smith, Ed Porco, Raemary 
Duryea, and Larry Jungblut

 Charlotte Lipfert is a retired 
social worker, teacher, and museum 
docent with a lifelong interest in the 
history of art.



W-7 How to Write Your Life Stories Friday 10:00-11:30
5 weeks

Walton Shreeve & Joe McKay Class size 12

Why, What, When, and How to write 
stories from your life history and experience.  
Includes in-class and at-home writing 
practice.  Also, reading assignments and 
videos for guidance and examples. 

 No previous experience required 
except living … the longer the better! 

 Walton has written his 
autobiography, in 12 chapters, over 
a recent ten-year period.  As a 
medical researcher, he co-authored 
and co-edited publications in 
various scientific textbooks and 
magazines. 

 Joe has written dozens of 
memoir pieces in workshops over 
the past 15 years.  He is the author 
of “Crazy About Words.”  In his 
salad days he worked in corporate 
Human Resources. 



Lifetime Learning Association at Peconic Landing

Lifetime Learning at Peconic Landing is an affiliate of the Road Scholar Institute 
Network, part of whose mission is to stimulate discourse and friendship among people 
for whom learning is the journey of a lifetime.  The Lifetime Learning Association at 
Peconic Landing agrees that lifetime learning is an important part of self-fulfillment at 
all ages, and in furtherance of that principle, the $45 annual membership fee for 
courses supports several projects.  

After satisfying the requirements for educational supplies and equipment for the 
classes, in addition, annually we give one $2000 Scholarship to Suffolk County 
Community College, Riverhead Campus for a mature student; we give three $500 
scholarships to Greenport High School graduating seniors, and this year we gave a 
$500 grant to Greenport Elementary School for Pre-K Education.  

Under the International Dictionary Project, we provide dictionaries to all third- grade 
students on the North Fork, and are now involved with Rotary International in seeking 
to spread the project further on Long Island. 

Through your annual membership fee, you are part of serving this mission in 
education at all ages in our greater community.  However, beyond the fees, you give 
countless hours to all phases of Lifetime Learning at Peconic Landing in support of 
these projects, which, of course, includes teaching and attending courses. 

Many, many thanks to everyone, 

The Lifetime Learning Council







LIFETIME LEARNING ASSOCIATION
WINTER 2017 REGISTRATION FORM

Date_________________        Apartment/Cottage Number_________________

Name___________________________________________________________      

Please choose more than one course in case your first choice is oversubscribed.
Placement in oversubscribed courses will be made by lottery.

LIST COURSES IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE (Important!)

1st Choice-Course #_______  Course Title_________________________________ 

2nd Choice-Course #_______ Course Title_________________________________

 3rd Choice-Course #_______ Course Title_________________________________

The annual membership fee is $45.00, which includes the previous Fall term, this  
Winter 2017 term, and the Spring 2017 term.  If you did not register for the Fall 2016 
term, please include your check for $45 payable to the Lifetime Learning 
Association.

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION SUBMISSION IS 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 12

Please detach the completed form and deposit it in the Lifetime Learning box in the 
Coat Room 

Non-residents — please include the following:

Telephone_____________      Sponsor__________________________

Address___________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

email_____________________________________________________


